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A New Vision  
  By Emmett Solomon 

Our challenge is to look at our system in a new 
way.  As we think out loud, we begin to say, 
“We want to seek to change the reliance of our 
state and federal governments on incarceration as 
a means of addressing interpersonal conflict and 
other social problems.” Rather than retribution 
and punishment, we seek to create a system com-
mitted to restorative and healing justice.  Such a 
system would look beyond individual crimes to 
the entire community and society.   It would address the really “big” is-
sues as well as individual crimes that arise out of these inequities, with 
the understanding that criminal activity is often symptomatic of much 
deeper social issues.   
A fundamentally different system would include an emphasis on the 
harm done by crime to the community as  well as to the individual vic-
tim.  All members of the community would become involved in resolving 
many, if not most, of the conflicts currently adjudicated by the juvenile 
and criminal justice systems’  proxy “professionals.” Thus, the primary 
stakeholders in a conflict would be empowered to have meaningful deci-
sion-making power in satisfactorily resolving or transforming it. A new 
approach  must be  evaluated  based on whether it makes  societies more 
just, safe, and peaceful.                                                  continued on page 7 

Texas RJMN Convention—April 1-2, 2005 

By  Shirley Orr Smith 
The 12th Annual Texas RJMN Convention was a memorable event for 
the 300+ participants who came  representing RJ ministries throughout 
the United States. The theme Restorative Justice: A Family Issue was 
addressed with enthusiasm and inspiration by the speakers, musicians 
and workshop presenters. Everyone  had a good word of thanks and            
          Continued on page 9   
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A recent report by the U.S. Bureau of Justice Sta-
tistics has revealed some startling information. The 
total number of state and federal prisoners has 
quadrupled since 1985. 
As a result, tax money that could have gone to-
ward better schools, hospitals, parks, and libraries, 
is, instead, spent on law enforcement, court costs, 
incarceration, and the other expenses involved in 
crime prevention.  Recidivism also clogs up the 
courts, causing long delays in criminal proceedings 
and even longer waits in civil litigation. It overbur-
dens prosecutors, public defenders, and supporting 
agencies.  
In fact, one of the primary causes of overcrowding 
is recidivism. Statistics indicate that, nationwide, 
30.9% of all paroles are revoked. Fewer prisoners 
are coming directly from court convictions and 
more are entering as probation and parole violators 
from unsuccessful community supervision.  In the 
late 90's an alarming trend started. The highest rate 
of recidivism, 46.5%, took place among juveniles 
under the age of eighteen! Of this group, 10.4% 
are returned to prison for homicide, 18.8% for rob-
bery, and 13% for assault. New York has 
been about average for the nation, with a recidi-
vism rate of 30.7%. California, our largest state, 
has had the highest, with up to 54.4%, and Texas, 
our second largest state, has not been that far be-
hind. 
However, despite the dismal reality of government 
statistics, we at Restorative Justice Ministries Net-
work have a far more positive view, for we see 
what works, and what doesn't. It has frequently 
been assumed that the criminal commits crime due 
to some social dysfunction or insanity. Yet it is our 
contention that the offender does not have a prob-
lem with his mind, he has a problem with his heart. 
It is that part of his being, his very soul, that we 
strive to reach as our network ministries reach 
out in the name of Jesus Christ in correctional in-
stitutions all around the nation. 
A 90's report prepared by the Family Research 
Council, and written by Robert L. Maginnis, ap-
peared on the Internet. It quoted Todd Clear, a 

Religion in Prison 

The Spring issue of FAMM (Families Against 
Mandatory Minimums) reports that Martha Stew-
art since her prison sentence is adding her voice to 
the outcry against the laws that send so many peo-
ple to prison for so-oo-oo long.  
During her well publicized 6 month federal prison 
sentence, Martha wrote in an open letter posted on 
her website last December: 
"When one is incarcerated with 1200 other in-
mates, it is hard to be selfish at Christmas -- hard 
to think of Christmases past and Christmases fu-
ture -- that I know will be as they always were for 
me -- beautiful! So many of the women here in 
Alderson will never have the joy and wellbeing 
that you and I experience. Many of them have 
been here for years -- devoid of care, devoid of 
love, devoid of family.  
"I beseech you all to think about these women -- to 
encourage the American people to ask for reforms, 
both in sentencing guidelines, in length of incar-
carceration for nonviolent first-time offender, and 
for those involved in  drug-taking. They would  be 
       continued on page 7 

Rutgers University criminologist, who stated that 
“Religious programming is the single most com-
mon form of institutional program for inmate man-
agement and rehabilitation." A Rutgers University 
study was also cited. It found that prisoners often 
seek God to cope with inmate life, which is 
marked by depression, guilt, and self-contempt. 
Todd Clear, who did the research, found that 
highly religious inmates have lower rates of de-
pression and commit fewer disciplinary infractions 
than other inmates. This is confirmed by Charles 
Adkins, who is also quoted in the report by 
Maginnis. Adkins, an Indiana state prison official,  
says that religion is one of several rehabilitation 
avenues; but, it's the only approach that addresses 
the root problem, a moral crisis inside the inmate. 
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 Martha Stewart urges 
  sentence reform 



With all of its faults, television sometimes captures 
what many are thinking.  In a recent “Law and Or-
der SVU” episode, a rape victim spoke up after 
20+ years of silence. The detectives basically told 
her daughter:  “she has found her voice... do not 
silence it.”   
That statement, fiction-
alized for television, 
resonates with those 
who work with victims within the criminal justice 
system, as it has only been within the last 25 years 
(generously) and only 10 or 15 years (realistically) 
that victims’ voices have been heard.   
At times faintly, at times hoarsely, at times gently, 
at times shouting.  But their voices are being 
heard.  That is, if the victim has found her/his 
voice. And, if someone is listening. 
What does it take for the victim of crime first to 
find his/her voice and then to have that voice 
heard?  I would suggest that it might depend on 
who is listening. And whether the victim perceives 
“a safe environment” in which to speak, to express 
him/herself. 
Twenty-five years ago, President Ronald Reagan 
proclaimed the first Victim Rights Week in the 
United States.  This year’s celebrations, held April 
10-16, captured the social consciousness of the 
movement in the theme:  Justice isn’t served until 
crime victims are. Logically, it should be “safe” 
for the victims to speak.  In remarks proclaiming 
the silver anniversary of the observances, President 
George W. Bush quoted the words of President 
Reagan: “It is time all of us paid greater heed to 
the plight of victims.”  It is time for the victims’ 
voices to be heard. But is it, yet, safe? 
Crime takes a toll on the victims – the ones against 
whom crimes are committed.  Victims are injured 
in many ways:  physically, emotionally, socially, 
financially and spiritually.  This is true whether it 
happens to the primary victim, or their families 
and close friends (in the case of murder). Whether 
they simply allow the injury to exist in silence or 

discover that it can be voiced depends on we who 
believe the victim is a stakeholder in the justice 
system.  Without a voice, the rights, concerns, 
pains, injuries and well-being of a victim can 
be...and have been ...overlooked.   
Further, Howard Zehr says that restorative justice 
and “the healing of harms” grows almost organi-
cally from “respect” (The Little Book of Restora-
tive Justice).  Respect suggests safety.  A question 
then is:  does the system “respect” the victim?  If 
we are involved in the system of restorative justice 
– in chaplaincy, in ministries, in corrections, in 
enforcement, in the media, in the judicial process -
the question becomes more personal:  Do we? 
In December 2004, Dr. Marlene Young and John 
Stein (both of the National Organization of Victim 
Assistance) developed a historical retrospective of 
the Crime Victim Movement in the United States 
which became part of the Office of Victim of 
Crime’s materials for the annual observance in 
April.  Young and Stein identified five independ-
ent activities of the movement which converged to 
place victims’ rights as a major player in the field 
of restorative justice today (www.ojp.usdoj.gov/
ovc/ncvrw). They were: 

1. The development of a field called victimology.  
2. The introduction of state victim compensation 

programs.   
3. The rise of the women's movement.  
4. The rise of crime that was accompanied by a 

parallel dissatisfaction with the criminal justice 
system.  

5. The growth of victim activism.  
Together, these components have contributed to an 
atmosphere in which victims’ voices can be heard.  
Are we in Restorative Justice Ministries listening?   
 

Susan Garfield Edwards, LPC 
Director, Hope for Healing Ministries, Inc. 

Baptist General Convention of Texas,  
Mission Equipping Center 

888.311.3900 (toll free);  214.477.2610 (mobile) 
sedwards@hopeforhealingministries.org 

More articles of interest on our website www.rjmn.net 

Justice isn’t served until 

crime victims are. 

Victims Voices 
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CANADA 
1,2,3,6,7,9 BRIDGES TO NEW LIFE 
 SOCIETY  
 ROB BASKIN 
 15654 OYAMA RD 
 OYAMA 
 BC  V4V 2E1 
 250-548-9242 
 hope@silk.net 
  
1,2,3,4,5,6,7 RESTORATIVE JUSTICE   OUT
 REACH MINISTRIES 
 REV LARRY DEWOLF 
 BOX 55 
 DRUMHELLER 
 ALBERTA  TOJ OYO 
 403-823-4736 
 403-823-5995 Fax 
 restore@praize.com 
 
1,7 RESTORATIVE JUSTICE 
 MINISTRY NETWORK OF 
  CANADA 
 DARRYL MCCULLOUGH 
 89 KIMBERLEY AVENUE 
 BRACEBRIDGE   
 ONP1L 2A4 
 705-646-2657 
 705-646-5828 Fax 
 daryl.mccullough@sympatico.ca 
UNITED STATES 
  
ALABAMA 
1 MOTHERS AGAINST 
 METHAMPHETAMINE 
 DIRECTOR 
 PO BOX 8 
 ARAB  35016 
 866-293-8901 
 256-498-6263  Fax 
 mholley@mamasite.net 
 www.mamasite.net  
ARKANSAS 
1,2,5,7,9,10 FOR HIS GLORY 
 MINISTRIES 
 CHUCK / CAROL PRICE 
 PO BOX 1679 
 CONWAY  72033-1679 
 501-745-2382 
 forhisglory@hypertech.net 
 ILLINOIS 
8  FRANKLIN-WILLIAMSON 
  HUMAN SERVICES 
 ATTN: SUSAN SMOTHERS 
 1307 W MAIN 
 MARION   62959 
 618-997-5336 
  
8  HOPE IN CHRIST  
 MINISTRIES 
 ATTN: HOPE STUCKEY 
 1515 S 14TH 
 MT VERNON   62864 
 618-241-9307  
 MASSACHUSETTS 
5  STRAIGHT AHEAD 
 MINITRIES INC 
 SCOTT LARSON 
 43 HOPKINTON RD 
 WESTBOROUGH  01581-2103 
 508-366-9797 
 508-616-9274  Fax 
 info@straightahead.org 
 www.straightahead.org 
 MAINE 
2 SET FREE IN MAINE 
 PASTOR KEN STEVENS 
 RT 1 674 RIVERSIDE DR 
 AUGUSTA  04330 
 207-622-4709 
 sfme@dialmaine.com 
MISSOURI 
 

 6,7                      MISSOURI  C U R E 
 BECKY L WILLIAMS 
 PO BOX 1212 
 FENTON  63026-1212 
 636-225-5818 
 ssouricure@hotmail.com 
 www.missouricure.org 
 MISSISSIPPI 
8(M) JESUS HOUSE -  MT OLIVE 
 BAPTIST CHURCH 
 ALAN MACRAE 
 1313 COUNTRY CLUB RD 
 HATTIESBURG  39402 
 601-579-9470 
                      onlyone4macrae@aol.com 
  www.themtolivechurch.org 
 OHIO 
3,5 SHALOM MINISTRIES 
 DARLENE ROHRER-MECK 
 207 VINE ST 
 Archbold  43502 
 419-445-1552 
 419-445-1401  Fax 
 drmeck@adriel2.org 
 OKLAHOMA 
7 CRIMINAL JUSTICE & MERCY 
 MINISTRY 
 OK METHODIST CONF 
 STAN BASLER 
 2420 N BLACKWELDER AVE 
 OKLAHOMA CITY 73106-1410
 405-530-2015 
 sbasler@okumc.org 
  www.okumc.org 
 PENNYSYLVANIA 
1,2,3,4,5,6,7 CHRISTIAN MOTORSPORT & 
 MINISTRIES 
 ROLAND OSBORNE 
 cpo7@loving-hearts.org 
 www.christianmotorsports.com 
 
1,2,3,4,5,6,7 LOVING HEARTS MINISTRY 
 DOVE MORGAN OSBORNE 
 PO BOX 129 
 Mansfield  16933 
 607-742-9245 
 dove@loving-hearts.org 
 www.loving-hearts.org 
 
 SOUTH CAROLINA 
1 JUSTICE MINISTRIES/ 
 PRISON EVANGELISM OUT
 REACH 
  SID TAYLOR 
 PO BOX 3353 
 PAWLEYS  ISLAND  29585-3353 
 843-237-4689 
 843-237-1339 Fax 
 TEXAS 
6  EUNICE CHAMBLESS 
 HOSPITALITY HOUSE 
 BILLY WILSON 
 13378 FM 3522 
 ABILENE  79601-8770 
 325-548-2180 
 325-675-5414 Fax 
 echhdir@netscape.com 
 
7,10 PEN FRIENDS & SERVICES 
 GARRETT S CUNNINGHAM 
 PO BOX 4076 
 AMARILLO  79116-4076 
 806-206-4369 
 penfriendsservices@yahoo.com 
 
1,2,7,9 RON BRIGMON MINISTRIES 
 RON / KATIE BRIGMON 
 P.O. Box 141126 
 AUSTIN  78714-1126 
 512-217-6939 
 512-990-0419 Fax 
 ronbrigmon@aol.com 
 

1,2,3,5,7, CRIMINAL JUSTICE MINISTRY  
(8-M),9,10 CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF 
  BEAUMONT 
 AL O'BRIEN 
 PO BOX 3948 
 BEAUMONT 77704-3948 
 409-838-0451 
 409-838-4511 Fax 
 aobrien@dioceseofbmt.org 
 www.dioceseofbmt.org 
 
8(M) THE H O W CENTER 
 OWENS DAVILLIER 
                     2509 CABLE AVENUE 
 BEAUMONT  77703 
 409-832-7102 
 409-832-8998  Fax 
 
2,3,4,5,6,7, J.A.I.L. MINISTRY INC 
8(M),9,10 STEVE CANNON 
 PO BOX 634 
 BELTON  76513-0634 
 254-933-8506 
 254-933-7569  Fax 
 jailmin@vvm.com 
 
1  TUPPENCE CREATIVE MINIS 
 JAMES PENCE 
 1551 COUNTY ROAD 4109 
 CAMPBELL  75422-1201 
 903-450-4944 
 james@pence.com 
  www.tuppence.org 
 
6 NEWGATE CONNECTION 
 WESLEY / MARILYN STEVENS 
 14802 OVERBLUFF CT 
 CHANNELVIEW  77530-3252 
  281-452-2352 
   wfstevens@pdq.net 
 
1,9 REDEEMED MINISTRIES 
 BETTY G OATES 
 PO BOX 891 
 CHICO   76431-0891 
 940-644-5237 
                      RedeemedMinistry@hotmail.com 
 
8 LOVING HEARTS MINISTRY / 
 HARVEST GIFT SHOP 
 LYDIA DICKENSON 
 PO BOX 884 
 CROWLEY  76036-0884 
 817-615-4859 
 817-615-4830  Fax 
 lhm@loving-hearts.org 
 www.loving-hearts.org 
 
1,7 BGCT - TEXAS BAPTIST MEN 
 DON GIBSON 
 333 N WASHINGTON AVE 
 DALLAS  75246-1782 
 214-828-5350 
 don.gibson@bgct.org 
  www.bgct.org 
 
1,2,4,5,7,9,10 FIRST BAPTIST DALLAS  
 PRISON MINistry 
 DAVE UMFREVILLE 
 1707 SAN JACINTO ST 
 DALLAS  75201 
 214-969-2421 
 214-969-7847  Fax 
 dumfreville@firstdallas.org 
  www.firstdallas.org 
 
3 HOPE FOR HEALING & BGCT 
 SUSAN EDWARDS 
 333 N WASHINGTON AVE 
 DALLAS  75246-1782 
 214-828-5393 
 214-828-5376  Fax 
 susan.edwards@bgct.org 
 www.bgct.org 
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7 HOPE FOR THE HEART 
 HOWARD SMITH 
 PO BOX 7 
 DALLAS  75221 
 972-239-9999 
 972-239-0122  Fax 
 hsmith@hopefortheheart.org 
 www.hopefortheheart.org 
 
5 JUVENILE JUSTICE  
 MINISTRIES NETWORK OF TX 
 WELDON FOX 
 PO BOX 765156 
 DALLAS  75376-5156 
 214-696-7834 
 info@jjmnt.org 
  www.jjmnt.org 
 
1,2,7,9,10 PRISON TO PRAISE  
 INTERNATIONAL 
 CHAPLAIN JIM VICKLUND 
 1707 SAN JACINTO ST 
 DALLAS  75201-3213 
 214-969-7832 
                      jvicklund@firstdallas.org 
  www.firstdallas.org 
 
1,2,3,4,6,8,9 TRINITY LIFE MISSIONS 
 DAVID R WISDOM 
 PO BOX 1951 
 DEL RIO  78841-1951 
 830-774-3304 
 browisdom@peoplepc.com 
 
1  C O P E  
 (Coalition of Prison Evangelists) 
 FAUHN SCHIERER 
 1001 W EULESS BLVD STE 212 
 EULESS 76040-5032 
 888-256-2673 
 817-684-7876  Fax 
 office@copeministries.org 
 www.copeministries.org 
 
7,9,10 INMATE DISCIPLER  
 FELLOWSHIP 
 RENEE ARMSTRONG 
 PO BOX 471278 
 FORT WORTH   76147 
 817-2851644 
 817-2823264  Fax 
 idf_rjm@sbcglobal.net 
 
1,2,6,7,9 MERCY HEART 
 ROGER HOLLAR 
 4600 WHEELER ST 
 FORT WORTH  76117 
  info@mercyheart.org 
  www.prisonministry.net/MHM 
 
10  WRITE-WAY PRISON  
 MINISTRIES INC 
 RALPH / DOROTHY NICHOLS 
 PO BOX 461582 
 GARLAND  75046-1582 
 972-840-9798 
 972-864-9692  Fax 
 
1,2,3,4,6,7,9,10 CROSS PRISON  
 MINISTRIES INC 
 CAROLE ROSS 
 PO BOX 412 
 GATESVILLE  76528-0412 
 254-865-5163 
  
1 DISCIPLESHIP UNLIMITED 
 DALLAS / LINDA STROM 
 PO BOX 145 
 GATESVILLE  76528 
                      discipleship@earthlink.net 
  www.liferow.org 
 
1,8(M),9,10 N TX 2ND CHANCE RANCH  
 LIGHTHOUSE INC 
 REANNA L FERGUSON 
 502 N 5TH ST 
 GUNTER  75058-2116 
 903-433-6646 
 903-892-4509  Fax 
 http://priosnministry.net/nt2cl 
 

1 A & A MINISTRY 
 ART / AILEEN JONES 
 15615 WHITEWATER LN 
 HOUSTON  77079-2533 
 281-496-9141 
 281-496-6219  Fax 
 
2 BIBLE WAY FELLOWSHIP 
 BAPTIST 
 BLAKE HOLMES 
 11315 SAGEKING DR 
 HOUSTON  77089-4331 
 281-481-4009 
 713-943-2347  Fax 
  vjell@ev1.net 
 
1,3 BRIDGES TO LIFE 
 JOHN SAGE 
 PO BOX 19039 
 HOUSTON  77224-9039 
 713-463-7200 
 713-465-5658  Fax 
 JSage1@aol.com 
 
1,9 CROSSOVER USA 
 GARY NICHOLS 
 2010 NORTH LOOP W STE 115 
 HOUSTON  77018-8131 
 713-545-7991 
 713-455-7060  Fax 
 gnichols@crossoverusa.com 
 www.crossoverusa.com 
 
5,7,10 INITIATIVES FOR AMERICA'S 
 YOUTH 
 W BOONE VASTINE 
 15153 KIMBERLEY CT 
 HOUSTON   77079-5130 
 281-493-4556  
 IAYJJM@AOL.COM 
 
1 SKILLS FOR LIFE INC 
 JAMES LYNN ARNOLD 
 PO BOX 38553 STE 113 
 HOUSTON 77238 
 281-931-9122 
 281-447-1784 Fax 
                      rnojl@msn.com 
 
1 VOLUNTEERS IN PRISON 
 SYSTEM 
 LARRY FRANK 
 PO BOX 35351 
 HOUSTON  77235-5351 
 713-271-3108 
 713-551-8119  Fax 
  ldfrank@aol.com 
 
1 CHAPLAINCY PROGRAM  TDCJ
 BILL PIERCE 
 PO BOX 99 
 HUNTSVILLE   77342-0099 
 936-437-5052 
 936-437-5138  Fax 
 billy.pierce@tdcj.state.tx.us 
 
1 ELKINS LAKE BAPTIST 
 CHURCH 
 REV KEN HUGGHINS 
 206 STATE HIGHWAY 19 
 HUNTSVILLE 77340-7152 
 936-295-7694 
 936-295-3388  Fax 
 elbc@lcc.net 
 www.elbc.org 
 
1,2,4,6,7 EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF TX  
 CRIMINAL JUSTICE MIN 
 EDWIN S DAVIS 
 2003 AVENUE P 
 HUNTSVILLE 77340 
 936-291-3153 
 edsalpc@yahoo.com 
 
1,2,3,4,6 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
 DAVID VALENTINE 
 1229 AVENUE J 
 HUNTSVILLE  77340-4698 
 409-291-3441 
 david.valentine@fbchuntsville.org                
 www.fbchuntsville.org 

4 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
 CHURCH 
 JESU (Justice Employees 
 Support & Understanding) 
 MARK PICKETT, Assoc Pastor 
 1016 SAM HOUSTON AVE 
 HUNTSVILLE  77320-3999 
 936-295-5441 
 936-295-9500  Fax 
 mpickett@huntsvillefumc.org 
 www.huntsvillefumc.org 
 
6 HOSPITALITY HOUSE 
 FREDDY WALTERS 
 912 10TH ST 
 HUNTSVILLE  77320-3937 
 936-291-6196 
 409-291-6196  Fax 
 freddy.walters@thehospitalityhouse.org 
 www.thehospitalityhouse.org 
 
1,2 "WELCOME BACK" MINISTRY 
  JERRY PHILLIPS 
   jerry.phillips@fbchuntsville.org 
 
7 RJMN / FIRST CONTACT   
 FAMILY MINISTRY 
 ANITA PARRISH 
 arparrish@sbcglobal.net 
7   RESTORATIVE JUSTICE 
  MINISTRIES NETWORK 
  EMMETT SOLOMON 
  1232 AVENUE J 
 HUNTSVILLE  7340-4629 
 936-291-2156 
                                              936-291-7648 Fax 
 esolomon@sbcglobal.net 
 
3 TDCJ VICTIM SERVICES 
 JIM BRAZZIL 
 PO BOX 949 
 HUNTSVILLE  77432 
 936-437-4941 
 jim.brazzil@tdcj.state.tx.us 
 
1,2,4,6,7, CALVARY COMMISSION 
8(M),9,10 JOE FAUSS 
 PO BOX 100 
 LINDALE  75771-0100 
 903-882-5501 
 903-882-7282  Fax 
 joefauss@calvarycommission.org 
 www.calvarycommission.org 
 
2 EX-OFFENDER CHURCHES 
 SIE DAVIS 
 1623 SAVAGE DR 
 MESQUITE  75149-6343 
 214-755-3963 
 972-234-6050  Fax 
  sie.davis@sbcglobal.net 
   www.rjmn.net 
 
10 FIRST BAPT CHURCH JAIL 
 MINISTRY 
 ATTN:  LOUISE GOODE 
 2104 W LOUISIANA AVE 
 MIDLAND  79701-5972 
 915-683-0600 
 915-683-0680  Fax 
 
5,7 LIFECHANGE MENTORING 
 SHIRLEY ORR SMITH 
  sos@lifechangementoring.org 
   www.lifechangementoring.org 
 
1,2,4,6,9,10 L O O PS (Loved Ones of Prisoners)  
 LELAND MAPLES 
 PO BOX 14953 
 ODESSA 79768 
 214-828-5353 
 214-828-5284  Fax 
  leland@loopsministries.com 
  www.loopsministries.com 
 
1,6,7 PRISON FELLOWSHIP 
 TAMMY THOMISON 
 PO BOX 130 
 PFLUGERVILLE78691-0130  
 512-989-7800    
 tammy_thomison@pfm.org  
                                               www.pfm.org 
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1,2,3,4,8(B),9 MIKE HOOKER MINISTRIES 
 MIKE/ CHARLOTTE R HOOKER 
 PO BOX 143 
 QUEEN CITY  75572-0143 
 903-796-5297 
 
1,10  FROM PAIN TO JOY PRISON 
  MINISTRIES 
  HENRY M SORELLE 
  14 CANYON CREEK VLG # 44 
    RICHARDSON  75080-1602 
    972-231-9606 
    972-392-0446  Fax 
    hmsorelle@aol.com 
 
1 WORLDWIDE VOICE IN THE 
 WILDERNESS 
 JOHNNY MOFFITT 
 1221 ABRAMS RD STE 250 
 RICHARDSON  75081-5580 
 972-234-6009 
 972-234-6050   Fax 
 johnnymoffitt@fhtm.us 
 
8  RADIANCE MINISTRIES  
 822 LONE WOLF TRAIL 
 SAN ANTONIO  78232 
 210-490-8185 
 Radiance1991@hotmail.com 
 
2  SAN ANTONIO BAPTIST 
  ASSOCIATION 
 RESTORATIVE JUSTICE  
 MINISTRY CONSULTANT 
 5807 W IH 10 
 SAN ANTONIO 78201-2800 
 210-525-9954 
                       www.sanantoniobaptist.org 
 
1,2,7 CHRISTIAN RESTORATIVE 
 JUSTICE MENTORS ASSOC 
 MURRAY BATT 
 PO BOX 131412 
 SPRING   77393-1412 
 281-292-0442 
                                               crjma@juno.com 
   www.crjma.org 
 
7 UMC TX CONFERENCE 
 CRIMINAL JUSTICE & 
 MERCY MINISTRY 
 JACK WALKER 
 PO BOX 131412 
 SPRING  77393-1412 
 713-569-1076 
                        jweswalker@aol.com 
 
1,7,9,10 CORNERSTONE PRISON 
                                               MINISTRY 
 AL GIBBONS 
 PO BOX 1672 
 WYLIE  75098-1672 
 972-475-5789 
 972-412-7748 Fax 
 cspmin@clearsail.net 
 
VIRGINIA 
7                                            FASTEN 
    SARAH P BARTON 
                                              998 KELSEY DR 
                                              CHARLOTTESVILLE  22903 
                                               434-971-1804 
 www.fastennetwork.org 
  
 VERMONT 
1,2,3,5,7,9 COALITION FOR EQUITY-
 RESTORATIVE JUSTICE 
 JOHN WILMERDING 
 217 HIGH ST 
 BRATTLEBORO  05301-6073 
  802-254-2826 
                       cerj@igc.org 

Submitted by Susan Garfield Edwards, LPC 
Director, Hope for Healing Ministries, Inc. 

 
God and the Victim is a collection of papers presented at a forum on 
crime victims and the church, sponsored in 1997 by Neighbors Who 
Care, the former victim ministry arm of Prison Fellowship Ministries. 
Readers are invited to consider how theological and Biblical themes such 
as evil, victimization, forgiveness and justice relate to those who are the 
primary victims of crime – and ways to deal with such victimization. 
That understanding can lead to personal and community transformation, 
and perhaps, to true restoration or the re-establishment of Biblical 
“shalom,” which Charles W. Colson in his foreword calls “the peace and 
harmony of the community as God had created it.”  
However, the essays also suggest that Christians and the church in gen-
eral have likely failed “to recognize the needs of the millions of crime 
victims as a call to ministry” (Lisa Lampman). To that end, a study guide 
is included with the essays to assist churches to discover ways to offer 
practical ministry to victims within the church and within the community 
in which the church exists. An especially helpful “what to do” essay for a 
church convinced of her calling to ministry with crime victims is a chap-
ter entitled “Go and Do Likewise: the Church’s Role in Caring for Crime 
Victims,” by Harold Dean Trulear. 

Book Review: God and the Victim 

Contact Anita Parrish  
By email:  arparrish@sbcglobal.net or  
By phone at (936) 291-2156:  
 
• To report information errors for ministries listed in the  

RJM Directory 
• To add your ministry to the RJM Directory 
• Subscribe to the RJNews 
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the recidivism rate actually went up during the 
prison-building boom. 
An Auspicious  Moment for Change 
This may be the appropriate moment for a radical  
paradigm shift represented by restorative justice.  
The crippling cost of the current criminal justice 
and prison systems calls the public and its repre-
sentatives to be open to ideas for change.  We can 
and should insist that funding priorities shift to re-
flect our goals; that legislatures reallocate monies 
currently absorbed by punitive systems into invest-
ments in health care, affordable housing, drug and 
alcohol treatment, education, and the environment.  
We can and should point to the colossal failure of 
the “War on Drugs” as an example of the ineffi-
ciency of law enforcement as a means to address 
intractable problems rooted in social inequality. 
The goal of total transformation of our criminal 
justice and prison systems is not an exercise in im-
practicality. It may actually become a necessity.  
No one should be more involved in this effort than 
Jesus’ people.  He gave us instructions to pay at-
tention to those who are at risk.  He called them 
widows, orphans and prisoners.  

Continued from page 2  
much better served in a true rehabilitation center 
than in prison where there is no real help, no real 
programs to rehabilitate, no programs to educate, 
no way to be prepared for life 'out there' where 
each person will ultimately find her self, many 
with no skills and no preparation for living...."  
Stewart left prison on March 6. 

  A New Vision 

Continued from page 1 
A justice-seeking system would view corporate 
crime on a par with individual crime in its destruc-
tive potential for com-
munities and would deal 
with it seriously. The 
concept of “safety” must 
extend beyond reactively 
removing offenders from 
their homes and commu-
nities and must be rein-
terpreted to include the 
long-term health of individuals and communities.  
The destructive impact of prisons on both must not 
be underestimated.  Finally, a system that values 
peace will work to create  non-violent means of 
changing behavior. 
The system we have now is not working.  It is bro-
ken. Today, the United States imprisons well over 
two million people, compared with 200,000 people 
thirtyfive years ago. This number constitutes 25%
of the prison population worldwide, although the 
U.S. accounts for only 5% of the world's popula-
tion.  Approximately 1.5 million children are 
growing up with an incarcerated parent.  Commu-
nities with high incarceration rates are character-
ized by “low levels of civic participation, trust, 
safety and belonging.”   The racial dimensions of 
the prison boom are well known – nearly 50% of 
all the people in jail and prison are African-
American, while African-Americans comprise 
only 12% of the population.   
Immigrants held in “administrative detention” are 
the fastest growing prison population in the United 
States; Congress recently authorized a 40,000 bed 
increase in immigration detention in the next five 
years. The average annual cost of incarceration is 
$22,650; increases in the cost of adult incarcera-
tion have exceeded those of health care, education, 
and natural resources.  There is no conclusive re-
search that  demonstrates  that this huge expansion 
of the prison system has had any bearing  on the  
steady drop  in crime rates during this time period.  
States that did not enact harsh sentencing laws ex-
perienced the same decrease in crime as states that 

A new approach must be 

evaluated based on 

whether it  makes societies 

more just,  safe, and 

peaceful. 

Martha Stewart urges  
sentence reform 

November 13-19, 2005 

International 
Restorative Justice Week 

For information: www.rjweek.com 



By Richard R. Blake 
Sacramento, CA 
Rehabilitation and Re-entry Emphasis Underway 
California legislators are joining a national movement among political leaders who are recog-
nizing the benefits of rehabilitating prisoners.  The recent trend has been to build more facili-
ties to house the increasing numbers incarcerated because of current criminal laws.  This has 
not been a cure all for the problem of crime.   
Economic crisis within California has made it imperative that the issue be addressed. Cost 
measures are being implemented to put a new emphasis on shortening criminal sentences, re-
storing early release for good behavior, and providing drug offenders with treatment plans in 
lieu of prison sentences. Re-entry is another aspect being considered.  About 95 percent of all 
offenders return to society each year. Efforts are now being explored to help these men and 
women better prepare themselves by getting their GED and vocational training while in prison.  
Community service organizations and faith-based ministries are working closely with state 
agencies in a combined effort to assimilate the parolee into the community. 
The California Youth Authority plagued earlier by an in-depth investigation is taking steps to 
be less prison-like and is moving toward a community-based plan of rehabilitation.  Former 
routine lock downs have been cut back and wards are now allowed to leave their cells for voca-
tional classes, meals, and recreation. 
  
Oakland, CA 
Allen Temple Baptist Church Job Training Program 
The Dr. J. Alfred Smith Sr. Training Academy recently graduated another class from its eleven 
week Pre Apprenticeship Training program. Records show that of the 350 graduates of this 
East Oakland training program for ex-offenders only 5 percent have ended up behind bars 
again.  The training has an emphasis on reading, math, problem solving, and life skills.    
 
Alameda, CA 
Police Activities League Honor Retired Police Officer 
Retired Oakland police officer Margaret Dixon was honored for her volunteer work in the Po-
lice Activities League (PAL).  At a ceremony held at the Offices of the State Street Financial 
Institution Dixon was presented with a $ 10,000 check to be given to her favorite charity.  Most 
of the money was designated for the work of PAL.  Recently PAL has expanded their efforts to 
provide youth with the opportunity to gain fundamental technology for skills needed in today’s 
workplace.  PAL’s mission is to effect a substantial reduction of juvenile crime in California 
through proactive community policing.  PAL is well on the way to becoming the largest juve-
nile crime prevention program in the state with an active participation of over 300,000 youth. 
 
San Quentin, CA 
Death Row Costs Continue to Escalate 
The recent death of three-time killer Donald Beardslee has created cause for another look at 
the rising cost of California’s death penalty.  Beardslee spent twenty-one years on San 
Quentin’s death row.  California has 640 inmates on death row but is hesitant to use the 
penalty.  Other states execute much more rapidly than California.  An expensive backlog of 
delay has been created in an effort to minimize the possibility of error. 
 
 

April 2005 California News 
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analogy: "When Jesus performed His first miracle  
of turning the water into wine, you want to remem-
ber that what went into the pot was not what came 
out of the pot. Water went in, wine came out.  A 
miracle of transformation took place in the 
pot. The pot represents the prison. The elements 
represent the prisoners. There must be that miracle 
of transformation taking place in the pot if what 
comes out is not what went in. Reducing recidi-
vism must begin while a person is in prison. It is 
almost too late once they are released. There must 
be that miracle take place in the pot." 
A first-time attendee, Will York of Gulf Coast 
Trades Centers, New Waverly, Texas,  wrote this 
note of appreciation, “I was blessed profession-
ally, spiritually, and personally.  The conference 
provided an opportunity and a great forum to net-
work and reflect on what God has called us to do. 
The speakers were on time with their messages 
and provided nuggets to our spirits that will surely 
bring blessings in turn. The conference was not so 
large that it lost its personal flavor or touch,” 
Leland Maples, Founder of LOOPS, Inc., a regular 
participant and frequent speaker at the RJMN an-
nual convention expressed words of his experi-
ence, “This was another great convention for Re-
storative Criminal Justice ministry people.  I al-
ways leave with new challenges and a refreshed 
enthusiasm to do them. There was something for 
everyone, good speakers, testimonies, music, and 
pertinent information regarding the challenges we 
face. I thought Paul Carlin’s message was ex-
tremely timely and stated very explicitly what re-
storative criminal justice ministry is all about.” 

 Texas RJMN Convention—April 1-2, 2005 
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continued from page 1 
appreciation for the RJMN Board of Directors and 
volunteer staff for another outstanding convention. 
Dr. Paul Carlin, Director of the Therapon Institute 
gave a challenging message entitled  The Three 
Methods of Cure at the Friday evening banquet. 
Dr. Carlin began by saying that the man in the bib-
lical text (Mark 5:1-20) was much like the people 
with whom we work. The man was out of control, 
violent,  identified more with the dead than with 
the living, (he lived in a graveyard), self-
destructive, he possessed supernatural strength and 
no method of correction or treatment changed him. 
He was a threat to society and to himself. He was a 
repeat offender. Every time a method of change 
was used on him, it failed and he went back to live 
in the tombs, the graveyard.  
Carlin explained that the three methods of cure 
tried on the man were:  
1) The World's Way - The Judicial Method - 

"chain him"  
2) Man’s Way -The Clinical Method - "tame him"  
3) God’s Way - Spiritual Method - "change him"  
Carlin explained that the world's way failed, man's 
way failed, but God's way succeeded. The first two 
methods addressed the symptoms. God's way ad-
dressed the core of the problem and it was spiri-
tual. When the man was changed, he was in his 
right mind, clothed and sitting at the feet of Jesus. 
He never returned to the tombs, the graveyard 
again. He went home.  
Dr. Carlin closed his message with this powerful  
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use the center for various mediation activi-
ties.  This is a pioneering effort in Southeast  
Texas.  It is an example of how God leads us when 
we stay open to His guidance.  Our prayers and 
our continued interest are with you, John. 
Shirley Orr Smith of Midland, who has been the 
editor of the Youth Matters section of the newspa-
per has become the editor of the RJN newslet-
ter.  She has agreed to use her considerable talent 
on this issue.  We want to thank her for putting her 
"hand to the plow."   We do not know exactly what 
form the autumn issue will take.  Please be in 
prayer with us about that.  We welcome your com-
ments.  Please enjoy this newsletter issue of the 
Restorative Justice News.  

Emmett Solomon, Publisher 
Restorative Justice News 

1232 Avenue J 
Huntsville, TX 77340-4629 

As you can see, the RJN is in a newsletter form. 
For nearly 12 years, a wonderful prison volun-
teer and seasoned newspaper man,  John Morrison 
of Woodville in Southeast Texas volunteered to 
develop and produce a newspaper for this net-
work.  For the first six years it was the INFORMS 
Newspaper.  This office underwent a name change 
to Restorative Justice Ministries Network and the 
newspaper changed names at the same 
time.   Through it all, John was there to make it 
happen three or four times each year.  The last 
couple of years Mike Warren has been a fine editor 
of this trade journal working alongside John.  
John has been called in a new direction.  He is the 
point man whom God is using to establish a Re-
storative Justice Family Service Center in Tyler 
County, Texas.  Tyler County has a relatively 
small population.  John has become a certified me-
diator  and is encouraging the county officials to 

Restorative Justice News takes a new form in this June issue 


